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New Grading System Questions and Answers

l' i
«  Can | stay in my current level? ( K\
Yes . D
o What happens if | want fo down grade? AUSTRALIA

You need to apply to your State Dressage Authority (SDA) with reasons why you want to downgrade. Details about
downgrading is contained in rule 1.16 of the Rule Book.
« Ifl purchase a new horse how do I knov what level hie or she might be? zA
You need to ask the person selling the horse if the horse is currently registered with Ea and whether it has a Dressage Perform-
ance Card. If it has a performance card it may not be up to date so it is best }o either do a search on-line at
www.equestrian.org.au or contact the Equestrian Victoria for details g’ cu'ﬁgﬁt grading. You would need to ask the date of the
last performance recorded and then check with the owner to see if this is correct as there may be outstanding performances not
yet recorded.
« Who maintains my horse's performance card?
It is your responsibllity to maintain your performance card.
« Do I have to achieve a certain mark to gain points?
Yes, based purely on performance {not placing) as follows:
Between 60% to 61.999% = 1 point
Between 62% to 63.999% = 2 points
Between 64% to 65.999% = 3 points
Between 66% to 67.999% = & poinls
Between 68% to 69.899% = 5 points
Between 70% to 71.999% = 8 points
72% and over = 7 points
«  What happens if my horse gains more than 30 points competing at his level - Novice?
Nothing. If your horse is graded Novice and you only compete Novice and gain grading points you can continue to do this for
ever and a day.
« Does this new scoring system inciude Prefiminary?
Yes, Preliminary will be a separate igvel
« What happens if | gain points at compelitions outside of Australia?
This will only usually apply to FE! horses. However, if you were to compete over seas then any performances gained in that
country would need to provided to EA on your return to Australia so that your level can be reviewed based on those perform-
ances.
o Ifmy 9 year old riding her poTy wins 2 compefition, does this first place aftract points? -
No, grading is based purely on performanc2 and no longer on placing.
« Are points awarded for pfacing
No.
«  What competitions are excludsd from gaining points?
Associate, Young Rider, Freesty’
« My horse is Novice level and have competed in 5 Elementary classes over the last 6 months with the following scores:
Comp A - 56%, Comp B - 58%. Comp C - 62%, Comp D - 64% and Comp E - 64.5% - how many points have | gained?
You will have 8 grading points as folows:
Comp A - 56% - no grading points
Comp B - 59% - no grading poinis
Comp C - 62% - 2 grading points
Comp D - 84% - 3 grading points
Comp E - 64.5% - 3 grading points
e My horse is Elementary level and is working Advance at home. Can | enter into an Advance class?
Yes, no change to what you can do now. .
e My horse is Elementary level and is working PSG at home. Can | enteraf¥into a PSG class?
No. To enter PSG you must have competed at Advanced level on at least 2 occasions at 2 different events and gained at least
60% on both occasions.
« How many points do | need togo up a grade?
You need 30 points gained at a higher leve! than you are currently graded.

The Public Arena



Judges Writer (penciller) Guidelines

1. Read through the test the evening before so you are familiar with the movements and flow
of test.

2. Be on time for your pencilling appointment - preferably arrive at least 15 minutes before the
test is due to start and report to the Organisers.

3. Take a pen along with you (check that it is working), always good to have 2 on hand.

4, Ask the Judge how she/he operates, (eg, gives comments then mark) and inform the judge
that you are new to writing if this is the case.

5. Use list of abbreviations to save time when writing (sometimes a copy is included in folder
with judging sheets).

6. Write neatly and be accurate in completing the test sheet.
7. Ensure there is a mark in every square.

8. Only return sheets to the scorers for competitors who competed. Do not mark papers with
names of horse/riders who scratched (SCR) or did not appear (DNA). This is unnecessary
waste of paper (help save trees).

9. Mark DNA on the cover sheet only (the copy of draw) - tick each horse that competes to
enable scorers to know there should be a test paper for that competitor.

10. Ask the Judge to initial all alterations to the marks.
11. Judges must sign every test paper before handing over to runner/official collecting papers.

12. Please take care when writing down numbers to avoid confusion with the scoring. Badly
written numbers cause delays with the test paper having to be returned to judge for
checking.

13. Mark all errors of course with an E/C in the right hand remarks column.
14. Notify judge when they miss a mark.

Abbreviations
BAL balance COLL collected CL centreline
EXT extension ELIM eliminated ENG engagement
E/C error of FWD forward F/H forehand
course
FC Flying change FLEX flexion H/P half pass
HLT halt IiMP impulsion IRREG irregular
INSUFF insufficient IMM immobile MED medium
PIR pirouette PREP preparation RB Rein back
REG regular RES resistance RET retired
RHY rhythm SC Single change SUFF sufficient
TRANS transition STR straight SCR scratched
TRL trailing NE Not executed DNA did not appear
D square i cro.oked line (0] Circle
1/4's quarters S/0 Strike off o/T over track

Scale of Marks for Judges

10-Excellent 4 - Insufficient
9- Very good 3 - Fairly bad

8 - Good 2 - Bad

7 - Fairly good 1 - Very bad

6 - Satisfactory 0 - Not executed
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