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I am very honoured to take up the 
position of the President for the 
upcoming year and can only hope to 
do equally as well in this job as some 
of our fantastic past Presidents. I 
would like to also thank our past 
committee members that are taking 
a well earned break. Thank you Elena, 
Louise, Lea, Lisa and Anja for your 
efforts in the past few years.

This year we have a few new faces on 
the committee as well as some very 
experienced returning members and 
we as a committee wish to provide all 
members with opportunities to have 
an enjoyable riding year. To do this 
we are making sure that members 
get real value out of joining the club 
by offering considerably reduced 
entry fees at all levels of competition 
throughout the year.

It will only take a rider 2-3 competitions 
to fully cover their years membership 
fees (particularly if you volunteer) 
and since we have 11 competition 
dates during the year this is incredibly 
easy to do. At the end of the year 
members only are eligible for some 
fantastic club awards - nice things to 
recognise a year’s hard work.
If you are interested in clinics the 
same applies - attend a few clinics 
and again you have your membership 
fee back in your pocket and we have 
many clinics planned for the year 
with a variety of different instructors 
to suit all tastes.

For an annual fee paid to the 
showground NAGS members have 
access to the ground and the fabulous 
indoor school for training purposes 

(when not booked by other groups). 
This is invaluable particularly in wet 
weather and means your horse can 
still be exercised when it is too wet at 
your usual riding area. This also gives 
you a good opportunity to get used 
to the grounds in preparation for 
competition days. Non members pay 
much more to use these facilities.

NAGS also has an extensive video/CD 
library which members can borrow 
educational material to improve 
their riding/judging/horse handling 
etc. and these can only be borrowed 
by NAGS Members. To buy many of 
these resources one would need a 
great deal of money - so think of the 
savings there!!

In NAGS, we have a variety of 
interesting and experienced members 
from many walks of life who will 
very happily talk to people for hours 
about their passion of dressage - 
and contact with these people is 
invaluable in the ever expanding 
circle of dressage enthusiasts.

Finally, NAGS is just a great place to 
ride and have fun with your horse and 
other very horsey people so don’t 
delay, join the club ASAP as there are 
really no reasons not to join.

We hope to see you all in 2012,
Dorry Hofman - President



As we all know, owning horses is 
an expensive and time-consuming 
hobby. Often we are disappointed 
by set backs in our training or 
expenses at competitions that are 
over priced and unfair.

In 2012, NAGS is aiming to give its 
members who volunteer their time 
to the club further compensation 
for their effort. 

For members who volunteer on 
competition days, stable prices are 
reduced and class prices are the 
cheapest in the state. 

NAGS MEMBERSHIP
and its benefits

Next NAGS Meeting
is scheduled for the 1 February, 2012.

W h e n :  W e d n e s d a y  1 s t  F e b r u a r y ,  7 . 3 0 p m
W h e r e :  S c o u t  H a l l ,  N a m b o u r  S h o w g r o u n d s

C o m e  a l o n g  a n d  m a k e  y o u r  d r e s s a g e  c l u b  b e t t e r !

Agendas will be available closer to the date of the meeting. 

If you would like to have something added to the agenda or would 
like to see a copy of it, please contact our secretary Lois Wattis on 

ljbwattis@bigpond.com

Join NAGS where you can 
compete and save money!
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THE OFFICIAL RIDER INCENTIVE SCHEME:

In 2011, Dressage QLD has become increasingly aware of the extreme need 
to support our ranks of official dressage riders regardless of horse or rider 
experience, particularly those competing at Preliminary to Prix St George.
To assist with this support Dressage QLD will be trialing a scheme in 2012. 

This sponsored scheme will be rolled out at two star competitions in SE 
QLD, and also be in effect at our State Championships. It will in essence 
be a competition within a competition, with Division 1 and Division 2 riders 
being split at the presentation stage of the class. 

Riders will nominate their division on the entry form of each event. Division 
1 riders will be made up primarily of our professional riders, trainers and 
coaches. Those riders who do not wish to be considered for squad selection, 
or are not earning their main income from coaching or training can elect to 
ride division 2. 

In introducing split divisions, Dressage Queensland hopes to strengthen 
the participation of our existing official riders at our major events. The full 
details of this exciting new scheme will be available early in the New Year 
on the Dressage Queensland website!

N A G S  i s  e x t r e m e l y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t a k i n g  t h e s e  n e w  r u l e s 
o n  b o a r d  a s  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  c l u b .  S e e  y o u  a t  t h e  N A G S 

e v e n t s ,  D i v i s i o n  1  a n d  D i v i s i o n  2  r i d e r s !
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













       

            


   




            

            
   


             


              


            


            
   


         

        


        
       
         
        
      
        
       


             



      


 
 












             


           
 
         
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









    
  
  
    





 


 


 

              
                
  


 



           



 


               
            



               





              

            






            
















 
      



CALENDAR 2012
1 February

7 March

18 March

4 April

8 April

22 April

2 May

20 May

3 June

6 June

4 July

22 July

1 August

19 August

5 September

16 September

28-30 
September

3 October

21 October

7 November

18 November

5 December

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Member Protocol Dressage Day

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Associate Training Competition

Official One Star Dressage

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Associate Dressage Championships

Member Protocol Dressage Day

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Associate Training Dressage

NAGS Meeting, 7.30 pm, Scout Hall

Official & Associate Dressage

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Associate Training Dressage

Sunshine Coast Dressage Championships, Two Star
Prelim to Grand Prix, Freestyle, Futuries & Pony Classes

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Associate Training Dressage

NAGS Meeting, 7.30pm, Scout Hall

Member Protocol Dressage

Annual General Meeting & Awards Night
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COMING UP IN 2012
NAGS 2012 is very excited about introducing some new 

concepts to its events such as the Division 1 & Division 2 
scheme and making our NAGS members get ‘more bang for their 

buck’, so to speak! As well as this, we have seen new faces join the 
team which gives the Club fresh enthusiasm and innovative ideas.

One way we wish to give back to our Members is the introduction of 
an Official Photographer and Videographer. If you have ever wanted a 

photo of your horse at a NAGS Social Day or have had to compete without
help and wish to see footage of how you went - here is your chance!

So what do you have to do to receive these services?

When you attend a NAGS Member Protocol Day or NAGS Social Training Day,
 at the gear check you must notify the volunteers working that you require 
photos and/or video. If you don’t let them know, our Photographer won’t know 
if she is supposed to take pictures or videos!

What makes this even better is all money made will go straight back into 
your club, making more clinics, organized events, fantastic prize money and 
well-maintained gear easily accessible to you.

Prices will be made available to the public in the February Newsletter for 2012.

Here’s a sneak preview of some of the photos you can look forward to:
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T h e  o w n e r s  o f  C o o r o y  S a d d l e r y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  a l l 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  m e m b e r s  o f  N A G S  a  1 0 %  d i s c o u n t  s t o r e 
w i d e .  S i m p l y  h e a d  i n t o  t h e  s t o r e  a n d  y o u  w i l l  i s s u e d  w i t h 
a  d i s c o u n t  c a r d .

COOROY SADDLERY
Exclusive offer to NAGS Members



Manuela McLean - Monday 19th & Tuesday 20th March
Elsa Willans-Davis - July dates to be confirmed
Manuela McLean - Thursday 20th & Friday 21st September
Elsa Willans-Davis - Thursday 6th & Friday 7th December

NAGS CLINICS 2012

NCAS Level 2 (Dressage Specialist, BSc (biology), Dip Ed

Manuela McLean is a well-known dressage competitor who has produced 
and ridden horses to FEI level Dressage and Advanced Three Day Eventing. 
Based at the AEBC in Victoria, she teaches regularly at the AEBC, as well as 
in Geelon, and Tonimbuk, and has assisted her husband, Andrew in clinics 
in the UK, Belgium and Denmark. Manuela also conducts clinics in Hobart, 
Perth, Margaret River, Adelaide, Canberra and Albury. Manuela is also in 
great demand in New Zealand, visiting 5-6 times per year.

Manuela co-developed the AEBC training system and in 2002, co-authored 
“Horse Training the McLean Way”. Most recently Andrew and Manuela 
released ‘Academic Horse Training’, a true masterpiece in equine literature, 
along wiht a series of three complimenting DVDs. A national coach of 
Dressage, her focus is on teaching riders how to train and maintain the 
basics in their horses, creating a true foundation for higher level dressage. 
Manuela herself has recently competed successfully on her ten-year-old 
imported Hannoverian stallion, Da Vinity.

With pupils of all ages, levels and experience, Manuela is know for her 
patience, encouragement and persistence in her pursuit of excellence at 
all stages of training. Her teaching style is hallmarked by her passion and 
excitement at even the smallest of successes. In great demand as a teacher, 
Manuela has great talents, both for educating effectively and having an 
acute eye for identifying what is right and wrong with both horse and rider.

Her students have been successful at all FEI, EFA, HRCAV and Pony Club 
levels and she has helped many riders to realise their, and their horses 
full potential. Among her pupils, past and present, are well-known Grand 
Prix Rider Kate boyes, Grand Prix Rider and Training Warwick McLean and 
current New Zealand Grand Prix champion and Horse of the Year winner, 
Jodie Hartstone.

Anjanette Harten, Paula Price and Nicole Tough will be back this year. 
Glennis Barrey will be coming up for a clinic and we are waiting for 
dates to come through - check website for Details.  
Brett Parbery to notify if he has time during his busy schedule.
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The Ireland’s Fund Raiser
Most of you will know Bob and Denise Ireland 
from the Leather Shop in Nambour, which 
tragically burnt down just before Christmas. Any 
attendance and donations are hugely appreciated.

W h e n :  M o n d a y  2 3 r d  J a n u a r y ,  7 p m
W h e r e :  R e d  B r i d g e  M o t e l ,  N a m b o u r  C o n n e c t i o n  R o a d

T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 3 0  e a c h

The Ireland Family has been involved with horses on the Sunshine Coast 
through Pony Club, NAGS and Light Horse for many years. The majority 
of horse people have had saddles and boots mended by Bob, which he 
does extremely well.

For further details, please contact Neil at Footworks Nambour on 5441 
1922. Donations to the family can also be left with Neil.

Elsa has been a full time trainer at AEBC since 2004 when she was offered 
a position after completing her 2 year traineeship. Elsa has grown into a 
remarkable trainer and teach of the AEBC system with extensive experience 
in foundation training, re-training of problem behaviours and more advanced 
dressage and jumping schooling.

Elsa’s experience is very diverse, her training toolbox includes not only 
effective in hand and under saddle techniques that employ negative 
reinforcement (pressure release), but also positive reinforcement (reward) 
and secondary reinforcement (clicker training) techniques. Elsa has worked 
on the nuisance training of mounted police horses, reforming horses that 
don’t load, racehorses with barrier problems, advanced level dressage horses 
with contact issues, all manner of riddern behaviour problems, performance 
horses, started countless young horses under saddle, trained high level FEI 
dressage movements, schooled horses for show jumping and cross country 
and all in between.

Elsa is in high demand as a trainer due to her ability to consistently produce 
relaxed and obedient horses. She is also a sought after instructor who 
teaches here at AEBC and also visits Tonimbuk, Gisbourne, Geelong, Albury, 
Tamworth, South Australia, Queensland and Tasmania
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SPONSORS 2011/2012
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Personal Sponsor - Clem Kelly
Personal Sponsor - ‘T’ Smith

Personal Sponsor - Peter Varley

We are looking for Sponsors for our 1* and 2* events in 2012. 
If you are interested in sponsoring your local club, please 
do not hesitate to contact our President, Dorry Hofman on 
dho43053@bigpond.com.



CLASSIFIEDS &
OTHER BUSINESS

1996 PBL Standard Double Straight Load Float
FOR SALE DUE TO OWNER UPGRADE
One owner, always shedded, new tyres & good spare, 
new floor & rubber, new tail gate & rubber & spring, 
new vinyl side padding & chest pads. Large LED 
tail lights, interior light, stallion divider, removeable 
canvas covers on sides & rear. Canvas awning to slide 
on track off side of float for shade. Registered until 
March 2012 & Roadworthy completed. $7900 ono
Phone Julia on 0400 653 586 or email julia.spann@
bigpond.com. Sunshine Coast, QLD
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It is with great sadness that we are advised that Graham Taylor passed 
away after a very short battle with cancer. Graham was an active member 

of the Gunalda & Western Performance Club. The funeral was held at 
Drysdales at Tewantin at 10.30am on Wednesday, 11 January 2012.

NAGS offers its condolences from all of its Members.

VALE GRAHAM TAYLOR

Advertising space is available to our members to utilise.

Rates:
Classifieds: $10.00 50 words max.
Quater Page: $16.00
Half Page: $30.00
Full Page: $50.00

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING


